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Current Elders

Ed Ballard and his wife, Beth, have been
married for almost 43 years and members of
Preston Road since 2003. They have two adult
daughters and three grandchildren. Ed runs a
landscaping company and Beth is retired. They
are active in Bible Study Fellowship and have
taught the 3-year-olds in our Children’s
Ministry for many years. Ed has served as an
~| Elder since 2016 and oversaw the renovation
= of our sanctuary, building and columbarium.
“I want to continue serving as an elder because |
| am deeply committed to guiding and supporting
our church family in faith. It is a privilege to
serve, encourage, and walk alongside others as
we grow in Christ together. Through prayer, | strive to be a faithful steward of God’s Word
and a servant to His people. While it is difficult, it is an honor to support people through
times of grief, hardship and spiritual struggles.”

Dan Branch and his wife, Stacey, have been *
married for almost 41 years and members of |
Preston Road since 1987. They have five adult
children (who were all raised and baptized at
PRCC) and four grandchildren. Dan is an ‘%
attorney and shareholder with Winstead PC |
and a retired member of the Texas House of "4
Representatives. Stacey is a Fashion and 4
Sportswear Consultant. Dan has served as a
long-time adult Bible class teacher and
spiritual mentor, and has served as an Elder §
since 2009. “Along with caring for the flock and
properly balancing one’s time commitments, | see
the central challenge as casting a vision and
execution plan for our church after listening to the members and discerning God'’s wisdom
as revealed in Scripture through the Spirit. Like my fellow members, | am a fallen sinner
dependent on the grace and mercy of God, but my prayer is to play a small role as an
experienced and thoughtful mentor to members, ministers and new elders, and in the
months and years ahead, solidly place the baton of church leadership into the hands of the
next generation.”

B Shawn Brentham and his wife, Kim, have
been married for 27 years and have two
adult daughters and another daughter,

Irving High School and Kim is a Theater
Teacher. Along with serving inner-city
youth, Shawn serves in our Children and
Youth Ministries and teaches Adult Bible
/ Classes. He has been an Elder since 2016.
“I think it's hard to Iearn as an elder to be patient and do the work on God’s
schedule and in God'’s way, seeking God'’s plan rather than following society’s lead
to blast through a problem. God is working in amazing ways, far more complicated
than we can ever fathom. In a society that honors action, decisiveness, and power,
itis a daily struggle to let go of those efforts to control a particular situation...to lay
those issues and struggles at the feet of Christ and then listen and seek God'’s
answer.”

Brad Cheves and his wife, Angela, have
been married for almost 33 years and
have raised three grown sons. They have
been members at Preston Road since 1998
(with a three year hiatus in California from
2001-04). Angela helps coordinate a
Women'’s Bible Study for the community
while Brad is the Vice President of
Development and External Affairs at SMU.
Brad has served as an Elder since 2009 and
Chairman of the Elders for the last few
years. He shepherds Children’s Ministry volunteers and teaches in Adult
Education. “I am inspired everyday by our members and the myriad of ways they
shine the light of faith on our community. | serve as a way to give back to God and
our body of believers. | pray that we all grow deeper in our faith and unwavering
commitment to sharing the love of Jesus Christ.”




members of Preston Road since 1983 and
raised and baptized their two grown sons
here. Cooter is a retired Federal Bankruptcy
f Judge and also taught in the SMU Law
— School for 15 years. Claire is a retired
teacher. They have served as long-time
hosts for Young Adult gatherings and
Cooter is an Adult Bible Class teacher as well.
He has served as an Elder since 2005. “One of
the most challenging aspects of being an elder is keeping up with the needs and
lives of our members in such a busy place; however, | keep serving because | want to
be a mentor and help make a smooth transition for the new Elders. Preston Road
has been a light in the Dallas community, and we should strive to excel at this. We
are a blessed church and one of our missions should be to share those blessings.”

I !‘ 1l Cooter Hale and his wife, Claire, have been
. ”H “E married for almost 42 years. They have been
2 ,

Paul Heard and his wife, Pam, met at PRCC
and got married here in 1989. They have
been members since 1987 and have an
adult daughter and two adult sons who
were all raised and baptized here. Paul
works for IBM as a Sales Manager while
Pam has retired to serve as Full-time
Grandmother to their three grandchildren. i
Paul serves as an Adult Bible Class co-
leader and Teacher, works with our
Missions Team and is a 10- year veteran in
our annual summer mission to Guatemala. He has served as an Elder since 2016
and Co-Chairman for the last couple of years. “ love this community of believers.
This is home to us and we have built our lives around this church. | am humbled to
serve as an elder here. The role of an elder calls for leading the flock, teaching the
word, protecting the church from false teachings, and praying for / visiting the sick,
to name a few. The most challenging may be protecting the church from false
teaching as Satan has many ways to pull us away from where our focus should be.”

Kenneth Kirklin and his wife, Suzanne,
have been married for 32 years. They have
| been members at PRCC since 1995 and
raised both of their adult sons here.
Kenneth works for KPMG in their Advisory
— Management Consulting practice and
E Suzanne is retired. Kenneth has served as
the Chairman of the Operations
Committee, helped with facilities, gone on
several short-term mission trips and
worked with the Missions Team. He
teaches adult Bible classes and serves in the Barnabas Committee. He has served
as an Elder since 2016. “For community outreach, it is critical that the elders work
with and support the ministers in ways to reach our neighbors. It is also important
that we be present at functions when our church family gathers to be able to greet
and welcome guests. We encourage and rely on individual members who have a
relationship with seekers to help facilitate further interactions that will hopefully
lead to someone accepting Christ.”

Stan Shipley and his wife, Cindy, have
been married for 49 years and have been
members of Preston Road since 1992. They
raised their three adult children here, and
their two daughters still attend here. They
also have four grandchildren. After a career
at Bank of America spanning 36 years, Stan
retired in 2016 to oversee a multi-family
office business for 16 families. He has
served on several non-profit boards, and
Cindy has been an active volunteer in the
community. Stan has served as an Elder since 2009 and helps oversee the
church’s finances, mentors job seekers and works with financially challenged
folks. “We are called to focus on two priorities: love God and love our neighbors. |
would like to mentor our new elders in the coming months and have found the best
way to teach is to show that your actions are consistent with your words.”




Elder Nominees

Mat Dusza and his wife, Shanna, have been
married for 22 years. Shanna has been a
member at Preston Road since 1999 and Mat
joined her in 2002. They have three daughters:
Evie (15), Adelaide (11), and Annie (11). Mat
serves as General Manager and Designer of
Green Space Playgrounds, and Shanna works
there as an administrator after serving in the
. PRCC office for 15 years. Mat has permanent
residence in the U.S. but is a native of Australia
and an avid soccer fan. He served in the
ot /Ao Reloctiis “.x88 Children’s Ministry, and now actively serves in
the Youth Ministry and teaches Adult Bible classes. “Since being a member at Preston
Road, | have witnessed some amazing shepherds. | have seen this calling in positive and
beautiful ways, especially through active relationship-building and a willingness to serve.
Professionally, as a leader, | understand character is tried in a hotter kiln where | have
been placed by the grace of God. During these times, | have been led by the Spirit to rise.”

Cameron Hartsell and his wife, Emily, have \sx ’
been married for 12 years. Emily has been a
member at Preston Road since 2011 and
Cameron joined her in 2015. They have a son, =~
Sam (10) and a daughter, Grace (8). Cameron |
spent almost 5 years in Honduras working
with a Christian ministry there and developed
a deep appreciation for the culture and ¥
language, as well as a much bigger view of 1
the global Church. He is self-employed |
working in Real Estate, Construction and )
Development, while Emily works as a Real
Estate Agent and Investor. Cameron has been part of our Missions Team and is a
leader in the Children’s Ministry and Men'’s Ministry. “I have always loved the church. It
was the epicenter of my world growing up, and it is where | always feel at home. Our sole
purpose is to worship God through service to Him and sharing his love with others. If | can
do that through being an elder, then that’s what | want to do. | think PRCC is uniquely
positioned to impact the Kingdom of God. We have so much to give and its exciting to
watch God use it. A former elder told me, the best part of being an elder is seeing the good

that people want to do. I'm excited at the opportunity to see that and encourage it.”

Brian Jones and his wife, Vivian, have been
married for almost 21 years. They have been
members of Preston Road since 2012 (with a
brief hiatus in New York for 3 years). They
have one daughter, Gabrielle (13), whom
Brian had the joy of baptizing here in 2022.
Brian is a Senior Product Manager with JP
Morgan Chase, and Vivian is a Family
Medicine Physician. They have served as Bible
Class Leaders and Vivian has been a
tremendous help consulting us regarding
medical issues. In addition, Brian has been a
leader in our Men’s Ministry. “Service comes naturally to me and is a part of my core
values. | love Christ and the body of the Church, particularly here at Preston Road. | am in
awe at the makeup and composition of believers within this community - all of whom
encourage my own life journey. | believe that a deliberate and measured approach to life
not only benefits me personally, but also allows me to contribute positively to society by
promoting understanding, empathy, and reasoned discourse. | believe that the best ways
to engage people is through relating to them - which also includes my opening up to them
as well so that a sense of trust is created. *

joined him here in 2011 and was also @
baptized here in 2014. They have three boys: &8
Woods (9), Will (7), and Wyatt (5). Nathan is
Co-Founder and Managing Director of
Steeplechase Ventures (Commercial Real ‘
Estate), and Rachel is an Artist. Nathan has
served as Chairman of the Board in the Texas
Tech Alumni Association, and is involved as
Board Member or volunteer in several non-
profits and community endeavors. At PRCC, he played an integral part in the
renovation of our sanctuary and building, he consults in matters involving our
facilities, and is a servant leader in our Children’s Ministry and Men’s Ministry. “We are
so blessed to have a healthy church with both a good reputation and legacy. | view this
opportunity as a great way to learn from the wise men who are currently serving as elders,

and those who have come before. | want to learn the best practices of maintaining a
healthy church and play a role shepherding this congregation in such a way that
preserves and promotes our church’s health and corresponding ability to bring others to
Christ, for years to come.”



